
     

 

 

 
 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome to Year 5! 

I hope you have all enjoyed a fantastic summer and that 

everyone is feeling refreshed and ready for a brand new 

year. Below is an overview of topics taught this term. Please 

keep an eye on the weekly newsletters for key dates and further information. I will teach 

the children all week except a Thursday afternoon when the children will be taught by Mrs 

Cottenden and Mrs Brown. 

 

If you do have any questions, comments or concerns then please do not hesitate to come 

and speak to me either before school or at the end of the day.  
  

We are all looking forward to a great year. 

 

Mr Lines, Mrs Pilfold and Miss West 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hedgehogs’ Newsletter 

Term 1  



Topics Overview  

          
English – We will begin the term with a focus on key grammar and punctuation skills before 

starting The Strange Case of Origami Yoda by Tom Angleberger. Using the text as our 

inspiration, the children will write their own instructions and explore different viewpoints 

through discussion and debate. Later in the term, they will use evidence from the text to 

write balanced arguments, presenting reasons both for and against an issue.  

Maths – This term, Year 5 children will develop their understanding of place value and work 

with larger numbers. They will build confidence with addition and subtraction before moving 

on to multiplication and division. Children will also explore factors, multiples and prime 

numbers while applying their skills through problem-solving activities. 

Science – The class will spend the first three weeks learning about adaptation, life cycles 

and processes. Then we will move onto magnets and light for the remainder of the term.  

P.E – This term, the children will have PE on a Monday (basketball) and Friday (gymnastics). 

These sessions will aim to develop their understanding of these activities and the skills 

required to improve, such as coordination, teamwork, agility, stamina and endurance.  

Please ensure that your child has the appropriate kit for these sessions and that long hair 

is tied back on these days. They should come to school dressed in their kit. 

R.E – Our topic for this term will be ‘’What does it mean to be a Methodist in Britain 

today?’. This will involve a range of discussions and activities and the children will be able 

to: retell the story of John Wesley being saved from the fire as a child; consider why 

Methodists and other Christians find John Wesley’s life an important example today and 

discuss how should John Wesley inspire us. 

Art – This term, Year 5 will explore the work of famous artists including Hokusai and J. M. 

W. Turner. Children will create their own artwork inspired by these artists, develop their 

observational drawing skills by sketching coastal cliffs, and experiment with mixing 

different shades and tones using watercolours. They will then apply these techniques to 

produce their own coastal landscapes and creative art pieces. 

Geography - This term, Year 5 will be learning about coasts and how they are shaped by 

natural processes. Children will use maps to investigate coastal areas, explore different 

types of beaches and learn how erosion changes the coastline over time. They will also 

discover how people protect coastal areas and consider the advantages and disadvantages 

of different coastal management strategies. 

PSHE – This term we will be focusing on ‘What makes up our identity?’ This will involve us 

thinking about what makes each of us special and unique as well as what it means to be in a 

community group. We will be considering how to celebrate the differences of the people in 

the community and to challenge stereotypes. 

Music – For the majority of this year, the children will be learning how to play the ukulele.  

These sessions will be taken by Mrs Brown, the school’s guitar teacher, on a Friday 

afternoon. To begin with Mrs Brown will be having only half of the class at a time to ensure 

they get as much tuition as possible. 

French- We will be learning about music and the French vocabulary associated with this.  

They will continue to practise their numbers and greetings in French. 

 

 

 

 



Home Learning 
 

Spellings 

Each week the children will be given spellings on a Thursday that need to be practised and 

learnt for a test the following Tuesday.  Spellings that the children learn will be based upon 

learning in class as well as from the Y5 and Y6 spelling expectations. They are asked to practise 

each word a number of times using a variety of spelling techniques. This makes up a significant 

part of their home learning and I do expect that the children make time to practise and learn 

their spellings each week. 
 

Maths Shed 

Continuing from last year, our weekly homework will be set on Maths Shed. The children will 

have a times table task to complete. They need to log on and complete this task each week. This 

is really helpful to support their fluency in maths and also make lots of the methods we will be 

learning in Year 5, much easier!  

 

Reading 

Regular reading should still be taking place at home.  Now that the children are older this does 

not need to be reading aloud to an adult every day but it is expected that the children will be 

reading and recording this in their contact books at least three times per week.  The children 

can read a combination of their school reading books as well as their own books from home, the 

class book corner or the library.  
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